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Funding cut woes for environment group

The future of our region’s natural resource management body has been clouded with uncertainty this week following concerns about funding cuts.

There have been unconfirmed reports that the Australian Government will cut funding to its Caring for Our Country initiative by over 20 percent. 
Caring for Our Country is the vehicle for which the Government distributes environment spending. It’s distributing $2 billion dollars over five years from 2008 to 2013.

NQ Dry Tropics is the natural resource management body for the dry tropics. Over the last decade it has coordinated many improvements on grazing and farm land and worked on projects that protect native habitat and waterways that would otherwise not have happened.

Its catchment covers 140,000 square kilometres - or eight per cent - of Queensland. 

Mark Stoneman is Chairman of the NQ Dry Tropics board. He says, “We can’t have this degree of uncertainty and this continual nibbling away at the funding processes, it can’t be sustained so a firm rebuttal of the reports from government would be most helpful.” 

“These programs are not set up to create employment for NRM bodies, they’re set up to deliver enhancements in the management of land and the community expectation of practices generally,” Mr Stoneman says. 
The body is encouraged that there was no mention of cuts to funding at the recent national natural Resource Management Chair’s conference this month in Darwin involving most of the nation’s 56 NRM groups. 

NQ Dry Tropics is hopeful the rumours don’t have substance and that it will be adequately supported by the Australian Government to continue to improve practices in the Burdekin Dry Tropics. 

“Any reduction in funding affects the capacity of NQ Dry Tropics to support the delivery of projects involving proven scientific methods at the practical on ground level. 
NQ Dry Tropics is concerned that if funding was cut the vital connection and support chain between scientists, government agencies and landholders is diminished or broken. 
Mr Stoneman says, “Land managers are too busy with day to day problems in times of variable climate and market factors to be their own ‘research and extension’ officers’. The conduit provided by NRM groups is vital in meeting community expectation of enhanced management practices and land managers to implement those practices.”

“There are many instances where better practices have been set in place where property owners acknowledge otherwise would simply not have been able to be taken up.”
Further comment Mark Stoneman - 0428 456 622.
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