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Media release





19 October 2011





Schools plant trees for cyclone season





In the lead up to this year’s cyclone season, Townsville students are taking a proactive approach to protecting their school grounds.





On Wednesday, students from St Joseph’s Catholic School in Mundingburra will meet with natural resource management experts from NQ Dry Tropics to learn how to manage their school grounds to protect native habitat.





Last year, the school’s grounds and particularly neighbouring Anderson Park were heavily eroded by Cyclone Yasi’s intense wind and rain. 





NQ Dry Tropics’ Healthy Habitat Project Officer, Laura Dunstan, said such damage could be prevented or reduced by proper selection and placement of native plants.





“By choosing appropriate plants and planting them in appropriate places, we can lessen disruption of native habitats and prevent damage to homes and buildings,” said Ms Dunstan.





“It’s great to see students reminding us that we all need to be proactive when it comes to protecting both our natural and manmade environments from cyclone damage.” 





During the meeting students will learn:


How winds move around established tress


How different types of leaves and branches produce different reactions to wind


How soils responds to cyclones


How cyclones impact biodiversity and native habitat 





NQ Dry Tropics land management experts will take the students on a tour of the grounds to point out specific actions required to restore habitat and prevent future damage.





Year four teacher Tegan Barter said it was great for students to learn from experts about both cyclones and biodiversity.





“Our school is committed to looking after the native habitat on our grounds,” Ms Barter said.





“With another bumper year of cyclone’s predicted, it’s timely advice from our local natural resource management agency.”





Schools seeking more information on cyclone-resistant plant species can visit �HYPERLINK "http://www.nqdrytropics.com.au/schools"�www.nqdrytropics.com.au/schools� 





Media Opportunity: Wednesday 19 October, 11:15 am, St Joseph’s Catholic School, 63-65 Ross River Road, Mundingburra. Media must register at reception before entering school grounds.








NQ Dry Tropics’ region includes the local government areas of Townsville, Charters Towers, Burdekin, Isaac, Barcaldine, Etheridge, Hinchinbrook, Palm Island and the Whitsundays. 





Media contact Katie Munkres 4722 5729. Email � HYPERLINK "mailto:katie.munrkes@nqdrytropics.com.au" �katie.munrkes@nqdrytropics.com.au�	























